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Guard’'s House Liaison Office, his Coast
Guard career began more than three decades
earlier as a 1975 graduate of the Recruit
Training Center in Alameda, CA.

In 1975, Seaman Apprentice Milne was as-
signed to his first unit working as a Search
and Rescue communications watchstander
and a Motor Life Boat coxswain. During this
assignment he also became one of the few
distinguished registered SURFMAN in the
Coast Guard while being promoted quickly to
the rank of boatswain’s mate first class and
accepting the duties as executive petty officer
of Station Umpqua River in Winchester Bay,
OR. Commander Milne received five pro-
motions within his first 32 years in the United
States Coast Guard.

In 1983, he was promoted to chief petty offi-
cer and transferred to the Second Coast
Guard District in St Louis, MO, serving in the
Rescue Coordination Center overseeing
search and rescue and bridge operations in a
22-State area throughout the MidWest before
being selected to attend Officer Candidate
School in Yorktown, VA, in 1986. Later that
year, he was promoted to the rank of ensign,
thus beginning his commissioned career.

During his 31-year career, Commander
Milne has been assigned to seven coast
Guard cutters and has commanded the cutters
Cape Cowin, Redwood and Juniper. His shore
assignments have included the Professional
Development staff at the Coast Guard Acad-
emy, Office of Financial Management at Coast
Guard Headquarters, and as Surface Oper-
ations Assignment officer at the Personnel
Command.

This week, Commander Milne will leave his
post as the Coast Guard’s House liaison and
head off to the Naval War College in Newport,
RIl. He will be missed in the United States
House of Representatives.

It has been my pleasure to work with Com-
mander Milne. On behalf of all who have also
been fortunate to work with him, we wish
Commander Milne and his wife Martina the
best in all of their future endeavors.

A TRIBUTE TO GEORGE UPTON,
JR.

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. George Upton, Jr. for his re-
markable 50 years of service in the Sampson
County  Agricultural  Extension  Service.
George’s tremendous spirit, dedication and
work in the agricultural industry has greatly
helped the citizens of Sampson County and
the State of North Carolina, and George
should be commended for his service.

George demonstrated a strong work ethic
and commitment to improving the agricultural
industry from an early age. After receiving his
degree in Animal Science from North Carolina
State University in 1959, George began his
career as a 4-H agent with the Sampson
County Agricultural Extension Service. Later,
George went on to become a livestock agent
and is now the Sampson County Cooperative
Extension director.

George has brought exemplary service and
visionary leadership to every position he has
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held throughout his career. Not only has he
served as an educator and mentor, but
George has helped make significant advance-
ments in agriculture during the last 50 years.
For instance, George has helped implement
innovative programs, contributed to the utiliza-
tion of new technologies in the livestock area,
and he has been instrumental in obtaining ad-
ditional funding for agriculture. George has
been essential to the creation of the Sampson
County Friends of Agriculture.

George has received numerous awards rec-
ognizing his contribution to agriculture and to
Sampson County. He has received awards
from the Cooperative Extension Service, has
been recognized by the beef and pork indus-
try, and he has been inducted into the Samp-
son County Hall of Fame. In addition, the
Sales Arena and Show Ring at the Sampson
County Livestock Facility are named in his
honor.

There may be no greater tribute to George,
however, than the recent creation by his
friends and colleagues of the George Upton,
Jr., Livestock Endowment for Sampson Coun-
ty. This endowment honors George’s out-
standing 50 years of service and brings to-
gether his commitment to Sampson County
and its people with his passion for the live-
stock program. The endowment will be housed
by the North Carolina Cooperative Extension
Service Foundation and will provide pro-
grammatic funding for adult and youth live-
stock programs, awards and recognition for
competitive activities, and educational scholar-
ships in animal science. This endowment will
help ensure that George’s commitment to pro-
viding improvement to and opportunities for
livestock programs in Sampson County will
continue for generations to come.

We thank George, on behalf of the citizens
of Sampson County, NC, and the Nation for
his remarkable service to agriculture. May
God’s strength, joy and peace be with him al-
ways.

HONORING THE STATE OF HAWAII

FOR COMBATING UNDERAGE
DRINKING
HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the Hawaii State Legisla-
ture for increasing penalties for adults who
supply alcohol to persons under the legal
drinking age of 21. | believe this is one impor-
tant step toward attacking the supply chain
that fuels the national problem of underage
drinking.

According to authorities, adults are by far
the main source of alcohol for underage drink-
ers. A report to Congress by the National
Academy of Sciences identified friends and
adult purchasers as the most frequent sources
of alcohol among college students and older
adolescents. Family members were cited as
the most frequent source for younger adoles-
cents. The Century Council, a not-for-profit
educational organization dedicated to fighting
drunk driving and underage drinking, found
that 65 percent of underage drinkers get their
alcohol from family and adult friends.

Hawaii’'s new law is among 7 bills that have
passed into law and nearly 20 that have been
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introduced in States throughout our great Na-
tion that link underage drinking and providing
alcohol to those under 21 with a penalty relat-
ing to the revocation of driving privileges for
the offender. Diageo, a large beverage alcohol
company, in an example of enlightened cor-
porate citizenship, is among the firms that
have led the effort to move this type of legisla-
tion in state legislatures throughout the coun-
try. As such, many have referred to bills like
Hawaii’'s new law as a “Diageo Bill.”

The American Legislative Exchange Council
has made the “Diageo Bill” one of their model
pieces of legislation for 2006. | urge all States
to pass this type of measure.

While only one piece of this important puz-
zle, the State of Hawaii along with the people
at Diageo and those of similarly committed
companies should be commended for being a
leader in the fight against underage drinking.

——

TEXAS RANGER DREW CARTER—
TEXAS LAWMAN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it was a scene out
of an old western movie: The villainous out-
law, realizing his defeat, surrenders in the hot
sun to the valiant lawman. For Texas Ranger
Drew Carter however, there was no mistaking
that this scenario was not some Hollywood
fantasy, but a dangerous reality. On July 13,
1999, Ranger Carter was waiting, with a knot
in the pit of this stomach, at the center of a
bridge connecting El Paso, TX to Mexico. He
was waiting for true evil to show his face.

This tale begins 2 years earlier when a se-
ries of brutal murders occurred in homes
along the railroad tracks in Texas. Texans
were paralyzed with fear by a serial killer
dubbed the “Railroad Killer.” He baffled law
enforcement because it seemed as if he ran-
domly chose his victims and the times of the
attacks, making it impossible to know who and
when he would strike next. He used any
weapon available: a pickax, a sledgehammer,
a tire iron, a shotgun. The only common factor
was that each victim lived by railroad tracks.

Slowly, through cooperation of local, State,
and federal agencies, Angel Resendez Rami-
rez, an illegal Mexican immigrant would be
wanted for the brutal slayings. He was elusive,
slipping back and forth across the U.S./Mexi-
can border more than a dozen times, and
evading several FBI arrest traps. It would fi-
nally take the unyielding efforts of Texas
Ranger Drew Cater to end Ramirez’s violent
reign.

The Texas Rangers are the most well-
known and respected law enforcement officers
in the World, more famous than Scotland Yard
itself. Established in 1823 by Stephen F. Aus-
tin, the Rangers were the protectors of new
settlers in the untamed Spanish Province, of
what is now Texas. They have done battle
with horse thieves, bank robbers, “Indians,”
outlaws, and were even instrumental in the
U.S.” success in the Mexican-American War.
Over the next 150 years, the responsibilities of
Texas Rangers grew to include investigations,
fugitive apprehension, and assisting other law
enforcement across the State. They are elite;
there are only 118 commissioned Rangers,
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and Drew Carter had the aspiration of becom-
ing one. He had dreamed of being nothing but
a Texas Ranger since he was a small child.
He was proud to wear that gleaming silver
badge, white Stetson hat, and cowboy boots.
Little did Ranger Carter know that he would
make history.

As law enforcement combed Texas for Ra-
mirez in 1999, Ranger Carter conceived an
idea for Ramirez's apprehension. He knew
that Ramirez was close to his sister and
thought maybe she would be willing to con-
vince him to surrender. Carter’s instinct proved
to be correct: Ramirez’s sister was more than
willing to convince Ramirez to surrender. She
was worried he would be killed by law en-
forcement, or worse, that he would kill again.
Over several weeks, Carter worked out a deal
with Ramirez’s sister. If Ramirez would sur-
render, Carter would make sure that he was
protected in jail, could be visited by family and
friends, and would receive a psychological
evaluation.

Ranger Carter's terms were agreed to by
Ramirez’s sister, as well as by the district at-
torney of Harris County, TX, one location
where Ramirez was wanted. The agreement
was struck that Ramirez would peacefully sur-
render to Ranger Carter, and only Ranger
Carter, on the middle of the bridge connecting
Mexico and Texas. So on July 13, 1999, the
demonic killer who had brutally terrorized the
good citizens of Texas for nearly 2 years
quietly shook the hand of Ranger Drew Carter
and surrendered.

On June 27, 2006 Angel Resendez Ramirez
was put to death for his crimes, effectively
ending his reign of terror forever. Had Ranger
Carter not acted with the intelligence and di-
plomacy of a Texas Ranger, this justice may
have never been carried out. He is a humble
man, stating that he did not apprehend Rami-
rez on his own. Mr. Speaker, Ranger Carter
was aided by other Texas lawmen and federal
agents; but it was because of his particular
heroism and determination, a dangerous killer
faced the justice he deserved. Today, | am
honored to pay him this tribute.

That’s just the way it is.

———

TRIBUTE TO MERCY FLIGHT OF
WESTERN NEW YORK

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mercy Flight of Western New York and
their commitment in providing life-saving serv-
ices to the community on this, their 25th anni-
versary. On September 27, 1981 Mercy Flight
flew its first mission and since then has trans-
ported more than 13,000 patients for emer-
gency care.

Mercy Flight was the pioneer of air-medical
service in New York State and one of the first
operations of its kind in the United States. Its
nine guiding principles include: patient focus,
integrity and honesty, neutrality, clinical excel-
lence, safety, readiness, respect, community
partnership, and fiduciary obligation. By relying
on these principles Mercy Flight has proven
their dedication to their life-saving mission.

Mercy Flight is independent of any hospital
and instead puts their patients first and choos-
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es the hospital that will best suit their medical
needs, honoring a simple goal: to save lives.
Mercy Flight has provided an exemplary serv-
ice to Western New York during emergencies
when every second matters. They provide
fast, safe, and cost-effective air-medical emer-
gency services to over 600 people every year.

Today, Mr. Speaker, | thank you for allowing
me to pay tribute to Mercy Flight, an organiza-
tion that has devoted 25 years of service to
the community and one that will be deeply val-
ued by Western New York for decades to
come.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF FLOYD
WEAVER

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
greatest sincerity and respect that | rise today
to honor Floyd Weaver, longtime community
activist and icon in Stockton, California. He
has recently been honored by the Stockton
Chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People with a Lifetime
Achievement Award. Mr. Weaver has taught in
the Stockton Unified School District for 39
years, with over 20 years of experience in city
government. It truly is an honor to join the
NAACP in recognizing his notable contribu-
tions and dedication to our community.

Floyd Weaver is an innovative thinker, a
highly respected leader and an individual with
an unwavering commitment to the Stockton
community. Throughout his career, Mr. Wea-
ver has distinguished himself as a pioneer in
the education realm, starting out as one of few
African American males to teach in the Stock-
ton Unified School District and later becoming
the first African American Male Principal in the
school district. After 39 years with the Stock-
ton Unified School District, Mr. Weaver moved
into the realm of city politics. While serving on
the Stockton City Council, he founded and
chaired the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Rec-
ognition ad hoc Committee and later devel-
oped a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Trust for
charitable events. The then City
Councilmember became a two term Vice
Mayor, another first for African Americans in
our community. During his tenure as Vice
Mayor, Mr. Weaver witnessed the realization
of one of his proudest achievements, the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Plaza in the heart of down-
town Stockton.

Floyd Weaver’s service has reached beyond
the City to Stockton to the county and state
levels. In 1997 Mr. Weaver began serving on
the Board of Directors for San Joaquin Re-
gional Transit District, including two terms as
Chair and three terms as Vice Chair. In Octo-
ber 2003, he was appointed to the California
State Reclamation Board by Governor Gray
Davis. More recently, he has been recognized
for his efforts in renaming part of Charter Way
in Stockton to honor civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. In addition, Mr. Weaver serves
on several local advisory boards and commit-
tees and continues to be recognized with nu-
merous awards for his ongoing involvement
and unmatched devotion to the community.

Mr. Speaker, the recognition that | am offer-
ing today before the House of Representatives

E1369

for Mr. Floyd Weaver is clearly deserved and
well overdue. He is an esteemed member of
our community, a lifelong activist for all people
young and old, and an outstanding human
being who will leave behind a legacy to be ad-
mired for generations to come. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring him for his re-
markable career and untiring dedication to a
vision for a better tomorrow for the people of
our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 11, 2006

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, July 10,
2006, | missed rolicall votes Nos. 358 and
359. Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on H.R. 2563 and H.R. 5061.

——————

DEEP OCEAN ENERGY RESOURCES
ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2006

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4761) to provide
for exploration, development, and production
activities for mineral resources on the outer
Continental Shelf, and for other purposes:

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise today in opposition to H.R. 4761,
the Deep Ocean Energy Resources Act. | be-
lieve the measure deceptively undermines
States’ rights to protect their coastlines, com-
promises fragile coastal environments, and ul-
timately would cost taxpayers billions in lost
revenue, adding to the already record-setting
national deficit.

H.R. 4761 presents the illusion of granting
States more control over drilling, when in actu-
ality it makes it more cumbersome for States
choosing to continue protecting their coast-
lines. States desiring to opt-out of drilling
would be required to pass legislation every 5
years, subject to approval by their governor,
and present it to the Federal Government. If
State legislatures and their governors are un-
able to come to agreement on drilling policy
within one year of this bill's enactment, they
would lose their right to decide as the Federal
Government would then have authority to
begin granting leases within 50 to 100 miles
off their coastlines.

This bill attempts to bait States, already suf-
fering fiscal restraints due to the Majority’s
consistent practice of cutting States funding
for vital services like Medicaid/Medicare and
public education, with a greater share of rev-
enue if they are willing to sacrifice their coast-
al protections. It would take the second largest
funding source of the Federal Government,
after income taxes, and redistribute those
funds only to the coastal States that will allow
drilling. This comes as a sacrifice to all other
States as the Interior Department has esti-
mated the alteration of current Federal-State
revenue sharing provisions on royalty pay-
ments will result in a loss of approximately
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